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A study, was ponducted by'Los Angeles City College
(LACC1 to, measure the adademic achievement of 103 day and evening
students enrolled during Fall 1980 in DevelapmenAlCommunication 20,
a course in bisic reading and writing ekitals. During the study, five
measures' of academic achievement were recorded for each student:
first- and last-week scores on the Stanford Test, of. Academic Skills
(TASK), Level 1-A: first- and last-week scores on an. LACC, leveloped
vocabulary test: and final course grade. In addition; statistical
analyses were conducted to determine the correlation between these
variables and to assess the statistical value of enrollment status
(i.e., day or evening) and the test scores as predictors of the final
course grade. Major findings reveal that first- and laSt-week mean,:'
raw scores earned by, the students were,44.1 and 51.1 redpeCtively for
the TASK eFamand 70.8 and 112.2 respectively for the vocabulary
test; Though there were no'significant differences between the test
scores of the,, day and evening students,, the evening :students average(
course grade of 2.76 was higher than the day students average grade
of 2.20. Of the variables. Ppst-test vocabulary scores shoved the
highest correlation with the final grade. The study repArt presents
data tables which Compare test score distributions and glades among
day and evening students and detail statistical findings. (JP)
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PURPOSE, OF THE 'STUDY
A

study W 1.4dertaken at the request:of members the DevelopMental
unieatIon VDePatinent to provide information on - accomplishments of

Fall 1980 ,Stu- tS enrolled in ,Developmental: Communications`-20, a six
unit course whit ,. "offers a comprehensive prograM in the basi8 skills
needed for achiev-tig, competency in college work &

, Students taking the College Placement Teat were - commended for place-
ment into6..0 . 204f their Reading ComPosition _ -ore- indicated-e. revel
below the eighth,grad above the eighth :g -ade their per-.
forrnance

.

on a writing ple was unacceptable.` E.C. 20 is' primarily
for students whose nati language is English.-

EDURE 0 THE STUDY

Data for the study were furni heel by membe
munications Department I and co isted of the
enrolled in D.C. 20 in Fall 19

1. Name
2. Social Security Number

Identificafion as to Day or Even
Score on' TASK* (Reading test)-gi

S. Score- on TASK given last week of
Score on Vocabulary** test given ls

7. Score on Vocabulary test given last
8. Final grade in D.C. 20.-

g

_the DeVelopmental_L-Cism----:-
allowing -items isr_students

,class.
1st week of semester.

rester.
week of semester.

,

of semester.

Data were punched n cards and 'analyzed. by mean
Packages on the D tract' computer.

a

.FINDINGS

o the SPSS Computer

Data Were furn ed for 137 'students initially enrolled i
Fall 1980. Of tiese 103 (75%) were day 'students, 34 (25%)

2o in.
evening.

lowing 'tables present the basic findings of the study.

ord 'Testa Academic Skills (TASK) Leve 1-A
Lodally constructed 150 question Vocabulary test.



Numbersers of Students , F 1.1 l 9 0 0, $. n parenthehes)

a Evening .Total

enro 3ea 103 . 34
100.0) (100.0) 00.0)

.....
No Laing TASK pre-test '91 33 124

(8B.3) (97.1 ) - (,90.5)

No. ?taking TASK post-test 44
(42..7)

15
(44.1)

= 59
(43.1)

.No. taking Vocabulary pre-test '78 11 109-_ -(75.7 ) ' 491.2 (7.9.6)

No. taking Vocabulary post-test 55 18, 73
(53.4) (52.9) (53.

No. receiyinir final grade 55 l7 '72A, 8 C, D, or .F) (53.4) 50.0 ). - (52.6)

TABLE 2 Distribution of Final:Onadie!

'Day

Fall 1980, D.C. 20

TotalGrade

12

12 2 0

18

13 14

Inc.-
_No' rade 14 52

Total 103 34 37

GFA 2.20 - 2.33
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TABLE 3 Performanteon TASK, _-YallA198; 2O

Grade Day Eve Total__
evel Score Pre . Post Pre Po re ?coat

1

69+ 2'.:(1.6 ). 7 {11.,9)
.64-68 3 7 (5.6 ) 5 (8.5)

a ',58-63. 8 1 3.. 10 (8 ..1) 13 (22:0)_
53-57 6 2 0 9 (7.3) 6- (10.2)'
47-52 17 5 4 21 (16;9) 9 (15.2)
43-46 11 3

k

0 13 (10.5), 3 (5.1)
6 37-42 11 1., 8 3 19 (15.3) 4 (6.8)
5 321736 10 6 4 0 14(11.3) 6 (10.2)
4: 1- 22 7 29 (23.4 6 (10.2)

Total 91 44 124 5933 15
Mean Raw ore 41.5. 51.5 42.2 50.6 41.7 51.3
Median "Raw core

.
43.1 54.5 40.8 51.8 42.5 53.2

Std. Dev. Score' 14.5 14.9 15.1 14.9 14.6 14.7

TABLE 4 Per o ce on Voc- ulary Test 11 1880 D.C. I20

Grade.

Level Raw-Score
Day Evenin .Total

Pre Post Pre Pos Pre- Post

N/A 136-150 0 '4.6 7
121-135 '2 4 22
106 -120 5 , 6 5, 20
91-105 13 18 11-
76 -90 13 17 9
61-75 .14 6 '20- 4
46-60 , 12 4 16 ,

31-45 13 a 3 16
16-30 5 1 3
0-15

Total 78 55 31 18. ,109 73
Mean 68.5 111.7 65.5 115.4 67.6 112.6
Median 64.8 112.2 62.0 120.5 64.7 16.8
Standard Diviation 27.6 20.7 18.6 29.9 20.1



TABLE 5 - ,Cpl Accord in- to TASK Pre -Test Grade Level Fall 1980,- D.C. 20

Grade Level CPA

9th + above 17 3.18
, 7th + 8th 17 2.35
6th + below 2 1.7S

Tota, 2;29

TABLE 6 Correlations Between Variables , Fall_1980-1
(Rearson Coefficient N's in parentheses)'

Task Task 'Vocal
Pre -Test Post-Test Pre-Test

Vocab:
Post-Test

Final
4 Grade

Task Pre-Test 1.00 (124)
Task Nt -Test 0.79 (55) 1.00 (59)
_,IklSab: re-Test 0.77- (100) 0.70 (53) 1.00 (109
Vocab. ost Test0 .59 '(87) 0:72 (57) 0.66 (66) 1.00 73
Final Grade 0.53 (66) 0.49 (53) 0.50 (64 ) 0.76 67) 1.00 (72)

LE 7 - Re ession Anal -s s for. Final. Grade, Fall 14 C 20.

.
Stepwise multiple regression showed two variables significant
in predicting' final grailla.

MUltiple Simple Beta.
Wts.

Task Post-Test 0.59 0.34 '0.59 0.61
Day or Eve. .0.63 :Q.40 0 17 0.24

ABLE '8 - T -Tests for P e-Pos Tests

-Task Pre'res

Vocal). Pre-Test

Std. "T" 2 tail
Mean Dev. Value Prel.

55 13.6
-51.1 14.8

66
70.8 27.3
112.2 20.9

*S ificant at 1 t level.

-16.3

0f00-

00*
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Std.

De Value
2 Tail
Prob.

ask Pre-T st
ay
ening

Task Post-T
Da
Ev ning

Vor Pre-Test
Day
Eve ing

Vocab. Post-Te t
Day \
Evening

Final Grade
Day

. Evening

can

91
33

44
15

78.

31,

55

18

55

1.7

41.5
42.2

51.5
50.6

68.5
65.5

111.7
115.4

2.20
2.761

14.5
15.1

14.9
14.9

.

27.6
.35.4

20.7
18.6

.14

0.83

21

+0.21

+0.42

-0.72

- 2.22

0

0.84

0.68'

.0.48

0.0

*Signi icant at 5 level

SU .R AND CONCLUSIONS

This study reports on test performance and grades earned by gtudents
taking-Developmental Communications 20 in the Fall 1980 semester. Tests
given were a Reading. Comprehension (TASK) and a Vocabulary test,, both
given during the first week of the semester and again at,-the end of the
semester. Data were furnished by faculty of the Developmental Communications
Department.

Following are some observations on the findings of the study:

(1) 137 students (103 day, 34 evening) enroll p.c. 20 during'-Fall
1980. 72 of these (53%) completed they se ,ter and obtained a final
grade of A, B; C..; D, or F.
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(2) 55 students tok the Reading tet at b th administrations Pre-test
mean raw score was 44..1(approximate g ade level 73), post-test
iean raw score was 5L1 (approximate g ado level 2.8)

(3) 65 students took the Vocabulary test a both adminitrations' 4?re-
test mean raw score was 70 8; post-tes, mean raw store was 1,12 2
aximum iaw sore was 150, grade leveLs i4ot availb1e-

Evening students showed no signific'ant differences from day students
oh any of the four testbut showd a significant higher average
final grade (.76 coiupared'to2.210).

(5) A sortin4 into three levels ontie basis of the Reading pre-test
showed that those.students:readig at.the 9th grade level or above.
earned grades averaging above B while those reading below the 7th
grade Jeve1 earned grades avera ing below-C.

() Vocabulary and Reading tests sh wed correlations abe 0,7, indicat-
ing that in large part the two ests are measuring the same thing

(7) Post-test Vocabulary score showd the highest correlations with
final qrade, suggesting that prforance on the Post-test vocabulary
test is a major factor in dee iriingina1 grade
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